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Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

On Sept. 7, 2012, U.S. 

Secretary of Education 

Arne Duncan recognized 

only one percent of our 

nation’s schools as 2012 

National Blue Ribbon 

Schools based on their 

overall academic 

excellence or for making 

progress in improving student academic 

achievement levels. We are pleased and thrilled 

that Seneca Valley Middle School was on that list; 

the only school in Western Pennsylvania and one 

of only eight in the state, to achieve this elite 

designation for 2012. 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools award honors 

public and private elementary, middle, and high 

schools where students perform at very high levels 

or where significant improvements are being made 

in students’ levels of achievement. The program is 

recognizing Seneca Valley as “Exemplary High 

Performing,” for being among their state’s highest 

performing schools, as measured by state 

assessments or nationally-normed tests.  

 “I am extremely proud of our students, staff and 

parents for their efforts in attaining such academic 

status,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of 

Schools. “I am especially pleased with the 

National Blue Ribbon honor because it 

demonstrates the kind of academic excellence that 

is my goal for this entire district.”  

According to Dr. Sean McCarty, assistant 

superintendent for K-6 instruction and former 

principal of the Seneca Valley Middle School, the 

reputation of the Middle School has proven to be a 

symbol of excellence and positive energy for this 

district for many years. “My sixteen years working 

with each member of the SVMS staff gave me the 

opportunity to work with teachers who were 

experts in their field but more importantly focused 

on the whole child,” he said. “There is a core value 

of collaboration and teaming in the building that 

has created the opportunity for excellence.” 

Out of 100,000 schools in the country, only 269 

schools, 219 public and 50 private, received this 

distinct honor. Seneca Valley Middle School has 

been working diligently to be included on this list 

and has experienced continuous success, 

especially in the past two decades. In 2006, SVMS 

was named a top middle school in the state of 

Pennsylvania by the National Middle School 

Association by receiving the Don Eichhorn 

Award. In 2011, SVMS was recognized nationally 

for its success as a middle school by achieving the 

status of a School to Watch.  

“The Blue Ribbon award has put Seneca Valley 

Middle School on the map,” said Andrea Peck, 

Seneca Valley Middle School principal. “Being 

recognized for our high performance and 

continuous improvement provides us strong 

affirmation that we are making a difference. I 

always tell my students and staff that the ‘best is 

in the middle.’”  

U.S. Secretary of Education Recognizes SVMS as 

2012 National Blue Ribbon Schools  

http://www.i9sports.com/
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Staff Kudos 

Teachers grant students access to wildlife  

Courtney Williams and Dana Hadley, secondary biology teachers, 

were recently awarded a $10,000 grant from the America’s Farmers 

Grow Rural Education Monsanto Fund. Ms. Williams and Ms. 

Hadley plan to create an outdoor classroom/wildlife observation area 

near the June Marshall trail behind the Seneca Valley Middle School, 

enabling students to observe organisms in their natural environment 

and apply concepts learned inside the classroom. The pair was 

nominated for the award by local agriculturalists – and SV parents - 

Annette and Michael Schiever. Pictured here are Dr. Tracy Vitale, superintendent of schools, with 

Ms. Williams, Ms. Hadley, and Mr. Bob Hill, school board president. 

 

Amy Broman Named Unsung Hero 

Amy Broman, an English teacher at Seneca Valley Middle 

School in Harmony, was recently awarded a check for $2,000 

for being recognized as one of the nation’s most innovative 

educators in the 2012 ING Unsung Heroes® awards 

program. Ms. Broman, pictured here second from left with, 

Bob Hill, board president, Leslie Ogden, ING regional 

director, and Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent, is one of 100 

winners across the nation who received grants for their 

innovative programs. She is now eligible to win $5,000, 

$15,000 or $25,000 more to bring her innovative idea to life at Seneca Valley Middle School. 

Broman’s winning project, “Community of Writers,” prepares students to thrive in a competitive 

world that is rapidly integrating digital media. The goal of the project is to create a technology based 

writing class that will cultivate a “Community of Writers.”  

 

Picture this! 

Congratulations to Jim Nagle, senior high school art teacher, for 

winning two director’s choice awards at the Carnegie Museum of 

Natural History’s summer photo contest. Mr. Nagle won for his 

photo “Don’t worry Grandpa, I won’t drop it (pictured here),” and 

“Focused to Win.”   

 

Raising funds, awareness 

During the spring and summer months, Rowan staff 

members, students and parents raised funds and 

awareness for autism research. Staff members 

purchased shirts that read, “Autism Awareness – 

Hope, Acceptance, and Love” while students brought 

spare change for the school’s fundraiser “Changing 

the Future of Autism.” Staff members also 

contributed money for casual days and the Rowan 

PTA made a generous donation. As a culmination, several current and retired Rowan staff members 

walked in the Autism Walk, sponsored by Autism Speaks. Through these various activities, Rowan 

was able to raise $1,239 for autism research.  

 

Mr. Korcinsky goes to Washington 

Mark Korcinsky (on the right), Seneca Valley Senior High School 

principal, stands with Mike Allison, principal at Hopewell Area High 

School, as they exit the Eisenhower Executive Office Building near the 

west wing of the White House. The two attended a meeting at the White 

House as representatives of the National Association for Secondary 

School Principals (NASSP). 

http://www.yourownretirement.com/
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Student News 

Cadets on guard – SV earns awards  

On September 17, Seneca Valley JROTC cadets participated in two events  

in the Evans City Oktoberfest parade, providing a color guard and 

exhibition rifle drill team (pictured). The color guard received second place 

for marching/musical unit and the exhibition rifle drill team received first 

place for marching/musical unit. Later that day, 12 Cadets also 

demonstrated their community support at the 2012 Hemophilia 5K Walk/

Run in Wexford at the North Park, assisting with setup/teardown, directing 

traffic on where to park, passing out bags to runners/walkers, and assisting 

the public as needed. Great community service, JROTC! 

SV students show big hearts at charity walk 

American Heart Association held the 2012 Heart Walk at Westinghouse 

Headquarters on Saturday, September 15. Seneca Valley students 

representing the cheerleaders, boys’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ lacrosse, 

track team, key club, national honors society, and student council all 

helped to volunteer for the event. In addition to directing traffic, 

registering walkers and guiding walkers along the course, many of the 

students stayed to assist with clean up. Several of the team coaches also 

helped organize students and stayed to help with the event. 

Model behavior lands SV teen in mag 

Congratulations to Seneca Valley Senior Beth Holl. Beth recently won a creative 

online competition with Seventeen magazine that earned her a free trip to New 

York City and a featured spot in the September edition of the Magazine.  

Key Club students volunteer 

Seneca Valley Key Club students recently spent their Saturday volunteering for 

the Zelienople Class Reunion. Students Alyssa Mehlhorn, Ashley Harris, Michelle 

Franks, and Teresa Leatherow helped the more than 300 Seneca Valley alumni in 

setting up and preparing to celebrate their reunion.   

Dhruv Kohli invited to Nobel Prize lecture, chemistry 

program 

Seneca Valley High School student Dhruv Kohli was among just a few special guests to listen to Ei-

ichi Negishi, Ph.D., a Nobel Prize-winning chemist, and John Soderquist, Ph.D., a prominent expert 

in synthetic organic chemistry, during a recent visit to the BASF site in Evans City. 

Mr. Kohli heard the professors speak on a variety of topics pertaining to chemistry, which was an 

exciting following up to the two week summer BASF science program, “Science Academy,” which 

Mr. Kohli attended at Fairleigh Dickinson University (FDU) in Madison, New Jersey.  

“BASF recognizes the importance of immersing students in science education - realizing they will be 

the thinkers, innovators and leaders of the future,” said Judy Brinkman, Evans City Site Manager. 

“The Science Academy aspires to develop the technology based workforce of the future by exposing 

students to practical business applications and potential careers in chemistry.”  

Consistent with the program theme “From Molecules to Marketplace,” the students learned advanced 

level science from FDU professors and interacted with BASF scientists and business leaders through 

lectures, hands-on lab experiments and field trips. Students graduated from the program with two 

transferable college science credits.  

A tip of the (balloon) hat to Mr. NED 

Rowan and Connoquenessing Valley Elementary students enjoyed The 

Mr. NED Show assembly as part of the schools’ annual Olweus Anti-

Bullying Program Kick-Off. Here, CVE students proudly display a 

balloon hat and their enthusiasm for the event that promotes positive 

attitudes, better behavior & academic achievement in school. The 

assembly is based on the acronym NED - Never give up, Encourage 

others, Do your best. 
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Seneca Valley Foundation 

The Seneca Valley Foundation is a private, 501(c)(3) non-profit 

corporation dedicated to encouraging excellence and innovation 

in the Seneca Valley Schools. The Foundation will achieve this 

by seeking donations and patrons to facilitate the development of 

new capital projects, programs and scholarships. Its board 

members will consist of stakeholders from local business leaders, community leaders and school 

leaders. 

As a non-profit organization, the Foundation is also utilized as a vehicle by which memorial and other 

charitable donations may be made to the Seneca Valley School District. We invite you to join us in this 

endeavor to be the gift of hope, the promise of excellence.  

Levels of Giving 

Individual Levels of Giving: 

● Friend - $50 - $74 

● Partner - $75 - $99 

● Patron - $100 - $499 

● Fellow - $500 - $1000 

*Founding Member:  Any individual who gives a 

minimum of $1,000 in the first year of the 

Foundation. 

In addition to being listed in the Foundation 

Annual Report, Founding Members will receive 

permanent recognition on the District website.   

Corporate Levels of Giving: 

● Blue Level - $500 - $999 

● Black Level - $1,000 - $3,999 

● Arrow Level - $4,000 - $6,999 

● Raider Level - $7,000 - $9,999 

● Seneca Level - $10,000 + 

*Founding Partner:  Any organization, 

corporation, or business that gives a minimum 

donation of $5,000 in the first year of the 

Foundation. In addition to being listed in the 

Foundation Annual Report, Founding Partners 

will receive permanent recognition on the District 

website. 

Legacy Giving: 

● Legacy Raider - $2,500+/year 

Legacy Raiders must commit to three years of 

annual giving to receive the following for their 

generous donor commitment: 

● For corporations/businesses - one 

complimentary quarter-page ad in the annual 

report (circulation to 16,000 homes and 

businesses in the Seneca Valley School 

District Community) 

● Recognition on the SV Foundation web page 

(with business link, if applicable)  

● Introductory listing in the Foundation 

Agenda 

● Name (with business link, if applicable), for 

six months (six issues) in the Seneca Valley 

electronic newsletter 

● Opportunity to be listed as a sponsor of one 

District Educational Workshop 

● For corporations/businesses – business/

corporate logo placement on all SV 

Foundation invitations 

● Invitations to all Foundation programs  

Additional Programs for Giving:  

Alumni Race: Seneca Valley Graduates are invited to join their fellow classmates in an ongoing 

competition to see which class can donate the most. For $50, you can join the alumni race and we will 

add you to the growing list of alumni who are giving back. Join today and move your graduation year 

to the head of the class. Name and Graduation Year: 

continued on page 6 

http://www.ajmeyersandsons.com/
http://www.sevenfieldsdentalcare.com/
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Our Donors 

Founding Partner  

($5,000+ in the first year of the Foundation):  
Cranberry Township Noon Rotary Club 

Legacy Raider Level 

($2,500 +/year for three or more years): 
Cranberry Township Noon Rotary Club 

Founding Member  

($1,000+ in the first year of the Foundation): 
Dr. Tracy Vitale and her husband, Mr. Gregory Vitale 

Mr. Thomas Hallman and his wife, Ms. Shirley 

Hallman 

Mr. Gregory Haughey 

Mr. Michael Latsko and his wife, Ms. Donna Latsko 

Mr. Bruce Mazzoni and his wife, Ms. Conni Mazzoni 

Mr. Terry Shulsky and his wife, Ms. Kristie Shulsky 

Mrs. Linda Starosta and her husband, Mr. George 

Starosta 

Foundation Fellow Level ($500-$1,000): 
Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Mr. Eric Gordon 

Mr. Robert Aumer 

Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Joan Miller 

Foundation Patron Level ($100-$499): 
Mrs. Linda and Mr. Shawn Andreassi 

Mrs. Kyra and Mr. Bruce Bobak 

Ms. Lynn Burtner and Mr. Maris Mangulis 

Mr. Greg and Mrs. Sharon Caprara 

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Renee Cook 

Mrs. Jeannette and Mr. Eric Lahm 

Mr. James and Mrs. Karen Nickel 

Mr. Jim and Mrs. Marcy Pearson 

Mrs. Lauri Pendred 

Mr. David and Mrs. Lori Silvester 

Mr. Sean and Mrs. Julie VanScoyoc 

Mr. Jason and Mrs. Lisa Wehrle 

Mr. James and Mrs. Elizabeth Welsh 

Foundation Partner Level ($75-$99): 
Mrs. Nannette and Mr. Thomas Farmar 

Mr. Jeffrey and Mrs. Debra Roberts 

Foundation Friend Level ($50-$74): 
Ms. Susan Baker 

Mrs. DeeAnn and Mr. Ralph Graham 

Mrs. Darlene and Mr. Joseph Leone 

Mrs. Denise and Mr. Anthony Manganello 

Dr. Sean and Mrs. Angela McCarty 

Mrs. Jodie and Mr. John Perry 

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Donna Raso 

Mrs. Joan Rinaman 

Ms. Christine Thayer-Miller 

Additional Donors ($5-$49): 
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Bobbi Lapishka 

Ms. Andrea Peck 

Alumni Race Level ($50+): 
Ms. Denise Manganello - Seneca Valley Class of 1995  

Ms. Jodie Perry - Seneca Valley Class of 1998  

Ms. Christine Thayer-Miller, Seneca Valley Class of 

1983 

Honoree Level ($25+ given in honor of a 

Seneca Valley Teacher or Student): 
Ms. Susan Baker in honor of 2011-12 Retiring Teacher 

Mr. Jeffrey Wilhelm 

Mrs. Lauri Pendred in honor of Dr. Vitale and the 

Evans City Elementary School Teaching Staff 

Memorial Level (Any memorial donation): 
The McCandless Family in memory of Denise 

McCandless - Murray, Seneca Valley Class of 1974 

Mrs. Linda and Mr. Shawn Andreassi in memory of 

Mr. Raymond Thompson, Seneca Valley Graduate 

and School Photographer 

Seneca Valley Foundation, continued 

http://www.mosesjewelers.com/
http://gladerun.tumblr.com/post/32276250723/games-o-fun-o-dinner-social-activities-for
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Additional Programs for Giving, continued 

Honoree: The Seneca Valley Foundation is pleased to announce a program to honor students and 

educators in this community. At any time of the year, you can honor a teacher, administrator or student 

through a tax-deductible contribution of $25 or more to the Seneca Valley Foundation. A donation to 

the Foundation is a meaningful way to say “thank you” for many occasions. 

Name of honoree: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Memorial:  A memorial donation to the Foundation is a wonderful way to remember someone who 

made Seneca Valley School District an integral part of their life. 

Name of person being memorialized: ____________________________________________________ 

If applicable, SV Class of __________________ 

* For the 2012-13 year only. 

Please make checks payable to: Seneca Valley Foundation 

And mail to: c/o Lynn Burtner, Foundation Treasurer, 124 Seneca School Road, Harmony, PA 16037 

Save the Date! 
The 2012-13 Seneca Valley Foundation Gala 

will be held 

Saturday, February 9, 2013 

At Heinz Hall 

With the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 

 

The event will include raffles, silent auctions,  

student performances and lots of chocolate! 

The Gala will be held at 5:00 p.m. prior to the 8 p.m. symphony performance. 
 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the PSO’s “My Funny Valentine” features an evening with  

Broadway stars Rebecca Luker and Doug LaBrecque as they perform “ 

I Could Have Danced All Night” from My Fair Lady, the theme from Ice Castles and more.  

 

Proceeds from this event will benefit students in the Seca Valley School District 

For more information on the Foundation and how to give, visit www.svsd.net 

Seneca Valley Foundation 

http://www.pittsburghmoves.com/real_estate_agent/947/Teresa-Gadberry.aspx
http://www.geico.com/insurance-agents/pennsylvania/pittsburgh/tim-hester/
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To the Seneca Valley Community,  

First off, I want to thank everyone for the warm welcome I have received since joining this 

amazing team in the district.  So often, in conversation, I find myself repeating the 

following:  “…everyone is so nice and so helpful.”  And, still today everyone is so nice and so 

helpful!  This is truly a community that cares about its children and a district committed to 

providing the best for its students.  I am grateful for this opportunity and will work every day to 

make sure our Seneca Valley students have a fulfilling and successful experience.  

I wanted to take this opportunity to share a little piece of my vision for the Athletics & Activities 

Department.  I am an advocate for the education our students receive beyond the classroom – be 

it in athletics, club sports, intramurals, clubs, and/or activities.  It is my goal that the Athletics & 

Activities department of the Seneca Valley School District will complement the tremendous 

education our students receive in the classroom and will assist in providing the solid foundation 

our graduates will rely on as their life unfolds beyond this campus. 

While I have not had the chance to meet all of you, I welcome the opportunity when it presents 

itself.  Students are why I do what I do and why I love doing it!  I wish everyone a successful 

school year and look forward to many Raider victories and accomplished student 

performances.  Go Raiders! 

Heather Lewis, Athletics Director 

Aspire to Excellence! 

Girls' Volleyball 

The Seneca Valley Girls’ Volleyball team returned from the 

2012 Garden Spot Spartan Invitational Tournament with a 

runner-up trophy in hand. The team went 5-2 on the day with 

victories against Council Rock (2-0), Wilson (2-0), and Spring 

Grove (2-0). The team’s only loss in pool play was to Bishop 

Shanahan, ranked third in the state (2-0). In cross-over action 

the Raiders defeated the state’s sixth-ranked team, State 

College (2-0) in quarterfinal action and defeated the state’s first

-ranked team Hempfield (2-0) in semi-final action. Unfortunately, Bishop Shanahan got the best of 

Seneca Valley in the tournament finals, beating our Raiders 2-0. Despite the difficult championship 

loss, it was a tremendous showing by the girls’ volleyball team.  

Boys' Soccer 

The Seneca Valley Boys Soccer team opened their 2012 

season in top form, winning the 16th Annual Inter-Section 

Kick-Off Labor Day Tournament. In the opening round, 

the Raiders defeated Norwin 2-0 and went on to capture 

the tournament championship on Saturday with a 4-0 

defeat of Chartiers Valley. This is the third time in four 

years the Raiders have brought home the ISKO Champion trophy.  

2012 Veteran Recognition 

Nearly 50 area veterans and active military personnel joined Seneca Valley 

for the 15th Annual Veteran Recognition Night at NexTier Stadium prior to 

the kick-off of the first home football game. In addition to 

being recognized in front of the home stands, veterans took part in a pre-

game ceremony where they adhered American Flag decals to the players 

helmets. We thank those who joined us and look forward to seeing you 

again next year. 

Sports 
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2012 SV Hall of Fame Inductees 

Seven SV alumni were inducted into the 2012 Seneca Valley Hall of Fame during festivities held 

Sept. 8, at the senior high school. It was a night filled with great memories, lots of laughs and a few 

tears. Congratulations to the Class of 2012: 

● Mr. Raymond Thompson, Contributor 

(Being honored posthumously and 

represented by his daughter, Teresa 

Thompson Sackett) 

● Mrs. Marlesse Schlott-Hames, SV ’92 and 

current SV IHS Teacher 

● Mrs. Janet Wilk Swope, SV ‘77 

● Mr. David Cashdollar, SV ‘67 

● Mr. David Ferianc, SV ’68 (Being honored 

posthumously and represented by his 

daughter, Autumn Kilker) 

● Mr. John Paul Thiebaud, SV ’72 and retired 

Evans City MS Teacher 

● Jim Walsh, SV ‘85 

Haine gets crafty with vendor fair 

Haine School PTO will be holding its annual Vendor & Craft Expo from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Saturday, 

Nov. 10, 2012.  

This event will coincide with the school's annual fundraiser pick-up so a large turn out is expected. 

For interested vendors, there is a $30 donation per table. To reserve a table or for more information 

about the event, please contact Paula Dutt at vendorcraftexpo@hainepto.org.  

SV Royalty 

Seneca Valley just wrapped up the 2012 Homecoming 

activities with MaryKate Niederriter and Ryan Cwik 

being named queen and king, respectively. The 2012 

Seneca Valley Homecoming Court queen candidates 

were, front row from left: Misha Demchuk, Francesca 

Eotna, Olivia Foss, Madison Fox, MaryKate Niederriter 

(queen), Katy Raykovics, Natalie Roche and Hailie 

Sandor. The king candidates were, from left: Kris 

Baier, Easton Bazzoli, Ryan Cwik (king), Derek 

Finney, Sam Fragale, Wendell Frank, Ben Hodges and 

Ian Tracey. 

The SV Homecoming "Candyland" 

carnival and parade was held Sept. 20 on 

the secondary campus, ending with 

fireworks. The homecoming game, held 

last Friday ended with a 64-14 win 

against Connellsville. Go Raiders! 

Bottom row, from left: Autumn Kilker, Mary Ann 

Thompson and Jim Walsh. Back row, from left: 

Janet Wilk Swope, John Paul Thiebaud, David 

Cashdollar and Marlesse Schlott-Hames  


